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Points of | nterest:

¥ Pennsylvania scores with
ABOVE AVERAGE
TEACHERS!

A report in Education Week, The
country® only national weekly
newspaper dedicated exclusively to
news acr oss the education community,
published t heir tenth annual report,
Quality Counts, A Decade of
Standards-Based Education.

The report examines t he condition of
educational policies across all 50
states, specifically f ocusing on
indicators in the fields of standards
and account ability, teacher quality,
school climat e, and resour ce equity
and educational spending.

I nthe study, Pennsylvania ear ned an
overall rating equal to the national
average (C+). Pennsylvania® academic

- Education Week

standards were rated very highly, but
the study suggested that the state
assessment and school account ability
indicators wer e not of the same
quality as the actual standards.
Pennsylvania also scored below t he
national average on measur es of
school climat e and resource equity.
The highest grade received by the
state was in teacher quality.

Education Week examined teacher
qualification requirements, teacher
assessments, prof essional support
and training, and accountability for
teacher quality and concluded that
Pennsylvania has an above average
system to ensure teacher quality.

PASA Trainings Offered

The PASA videoconf erence
is available on the PAttan
website. |t is available to
wat ch from any computer;
however, dial-up access may
be slow.
www.pat t an.k12.pa.us

Locat e t he prof essional
development button. Select
streaming media and a list

of programs will be accessed
Bchoose PASA. This
videoconf erence was first
presented on January 19'"
but can now be viewed at
your leisure. PSEA strongly
advises any teacher
administering the PASA to
watch this training session.

Previously, many teachers did not
receive the training and, as a
result, did not realize the
flexibility they had in
administering t he assessment

¥ PASA training available
from your computer!

¥ PRAXI S courses offered
which can earn BRI DGE
HOURS! ¢
=

PASA training also of fered by
| U at two locations-

CCDC bMarch 2, 2006 b4 to 6
ESC PMarch 6, 2006 P4 to 6
Presenters: Ann Henry
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Read Across Americ a!

March 2, NEAG Read Across America Day, is only weeks away D

time enough to make this year @ celebration the biggest and best

ever! Check out the online tool kit at www.nea.or g/ r eadacr 0ss.

Here you will find the 2006 Resource Kit which of fers posters,

ofo ideas, and reproducible certificates and bookmarks. The kit can
be ordered from NEA or the contents downloaded. As you plan
your celebration, consider honoring local aut hors, hosting poetry
slams or reading parties for teens, or start abook drive to help
your school library!! Oh, the places you can go!

Pre- retire ment seminars can help you plan

PSEA® Retirement and Welf are Committee and
PSEA-Retired of fer a series of workshopsto
assist members in planning f or their post-

Pension Earnings | ncre ase
PSERS recently announced some

employment days. Members who are within 10 very good news! | nvestment returns
years of retirement are strongly encouraged to for the 3" quarter, the one-year
participate in t he sessions, which deal wit h period and the 3-year period ending

September 30 were very positive.
The pension f und generated atotal
return of 5.02% for the quarter,
17.54%f or the year and 17.60% f or
the 3-year period.

: Thereturns placed PSERS inthe top

Monday, Mar ch 20, 2006 at Dr exelbr ook : 10% of apublic pension plan

Count ry Club in Drexel Hill ; database compiled by Wilshire
: Associates. EPSEA 2/2006

financial planning, health and leisure, estate
planning, social security and retirement options.

Sessions for the Sout heastern Region will be
held in mid BDMar ch at t he following locations:

Tuesday, March 21, 2006 at the
I nn of Chester Springs in Exton

Look for more information in t he March
newsletter.

T

RS NOTICE ON UNION DUES DEDUCTION

The Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993 eliminated t he individual income tax deduction
for lobbying expenses paid or incurred as a part of membership dues on or after
December 31, 1993. This change af f ect s only those members who itemize deductions
and meet the two percent requirement for additional miscellaneous deductions. Those
members will not be able to deduct, as union dues, the 4.25% of PSEA® 2004-2005 dues
attributable to lobbying. Thisis atotal of $15.98. Please note: this change is ef f ective
o for the 2005 income tax year, i.e., your tax return due April 2006

ldua,,m - Pennsylvania State Education Association (PSEA)
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Prof essional Development Opport unities

MoNDAY, MARCH 6 BVI DEOCONFEREN CE
v High School Reform
Presenter BCarla Claycomb

Over the last few years, more than a billion dollar s
of public and private f unds have poured int o high
school reform efforts across the country. PDE is
Jjoining t he crowd wit h pilot programs across t he
state. What exactly is t he high school ref orm
movement, and what should we expect in PA? Hear
about the critical elements of the movement to
restructure high schools and gain some valuable tips
about how to respond when t his issue arrives at your
district .

6:00 B7:30 PM at SER OFFI CE
Registration Fee - $5.00

QVhoever touches the life of a child
touches the most sensitive point of a
whole which has roots in the most dist ant
past and climbs towards t he inf init e

future.O -- Maria Mont essor i

Registration Fee - $10.00

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 - WORKSHOP

v’ Coping with Grief in Your Classroom:
We Can Make a difference

Presenter BDMyra Reichart

This program helps classroom t eacher s and st af f
under st and t he physical and emot ional ef fect s of
grief on students and school staff. It will help
develop proactive, positive responses and strat egies
for handling t hese sit uations, which will, in turn, lead
to healt hier and more product ive school
environments. Resources will be provided.

4:30 B6:30 PM at the SER Office

Sout heast ern Region Of fice

1512 McDaniel Drive

W est t own Business Cent er
West Chester, PA
800-255-7732

February Calendar of Upcoming Events

February 5 D11 ScHoOOL COUNSELORS WEEK
February 13 D19 CAREER & TECHNI CAL
EDUCATION WEEK
Feb. 15 BCCI U Board of Directors Meeting
8:00 PM -Educational Service Center
455 Boot Road
Downingt own

February 20 DPRESI DENT@ DAY OBSERVANCE

VALENTINEG DAY 1S FEBRUARY 14™!

Black History Month

This month we honor the history and
achievements of Black Americans. Begun in
1926 through the ef forts of noted Black
scholar and historian, Carter G. Woodson,
Black History Month was originally
celebrated as a weeklong event. 1 n 1976, the
observance expanded to the entire month of
February. The NEA website contains many
links which can help you plan your classroom
observance of Black History Mo

Heart Healthy Mont
February is Heart Healthy
Month Ba good time to start

healthy eating habits and

encouraging your students to do the same!
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Member ship Changes-

it isimportant to keep your
member ship status current.
Changes in st at us, addr ess, or
dues payment must be made in
writing to Phil Fuchs at CAT
Brandywine.

You can submit news for The
Open Door by the end of each
month to be published inthe
next issue. | nf ormation should
be sent to Susan Hilseberg at
CDC or via email at -
shilseberg@comcast . net .

We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.cciuea.or g
The Open Door is
now on the website!

PraXIS | AND PrAXIS I
COURSES:

PreP

PRAXIS | EXAMINATIONS BThis course is
for teachers who want torefresh their
knowledge base in reading, writing and
mat h bef ore taking the Praxis Test.

This course will earn 40 Act 48 Bridge
Hours in English-Reading-Language Arts
and 20 Act 48 Bridge Hours in

Mat hematics. |t isanintegrated course.
Participants must take and successf ully
complete both the English-Reading
(writing included) and the Mathematics
sectioninorder toearnthe Act 48
Bridge Hours.

There is a $50.00 registration f ee, which
will be refunded upon successf ul
completion of the course. Registrants
have until June 30, 2006 t o successf ully
complete the course.

PRAXIS || PREPARATION COURSES D
PaTTAN has several preparation cour ses,
which began January 1, 2006. Teachers
can login to the course viathe web and
review cour sewar e aligned to specif ic
PRAXIS || tests. The courses are
designed to allow teachers toreview

subj ect specific modules in a self -paced
environment. Each module contains a
tutorial, practice problems, and a mastery
test.

Each course inthe Praxis | | series earns

30 Act 48 Bridge Hours in the content
area.

PRAXI S COURSES to earn BRI DGE HOURS!

There is a$50.00 registration fee f or each
cour se; however, the f ee will be ref unded
upon successf ul completion of the course.
Registrants have until June 30, 20096 to
successf ully complete the course.

The new Act 48 requirement period ha
begun and these courses can easily into
your schedule Byou work at your own
pace and on your own schedule!

REMINDER of PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES!

Thanks to a partnership between the
Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE)
and Lear ning Sciences | nternational, the
Online Prof essional Education Network
(OPEN) is providing the most leading-edge
online prof essional education programs
available today, at NO CHARGE to eligible
Pennsylvania educat or s.

All OPEN courses ar e available for
enrollment 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. You may begin at any time and
progress at your own pace. | nformation on
how to get started is available on the PDE
website on the Act 48 page B

www.pde.st at e.pa.us

Eligibility for free online courses includes
PA individuals holding an active PA teaching
certif icate and employed by public schoals,
non-public schools, and privat e schools.

All OPEN courses provided under this

part nership count as hours ear ned towards
Pennsylvania Act 48 certification

prof essional development requirements.

The CCl UEA Open Door is prepared for the exclusive use of
CCl UEA/ PSEA/ NEA members who have paid dues f or this service.
Any reproduction by any person not a member of CCl UEA/ PSEA or

NEA, without written permission, is strictly prohibited.
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