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Chester County Intermediate Unit Education Association  

A r epor t  in Education Week, The 
count r yÕs only nat ional weekly 
newspaper  dedicat ed exclusively t o 
news acr oss t he educat ion communit y, 
published t heir  t ent h annual r epor t , 
Quality Counts, A Decade of 
Standards-Based Education.   

The r epor t  examines t he condit ion of  
educat ional policies acr oss all 50 
st at es, specif ically f ocusing on 
indicat or s in t he f ields of  st andar ds 
and account abilit y, t eacher  qualit y, 
school climat e, and r esour ce equit y 
and educat ional spending.   

I n t he st udy, Pennsylvania ear ned an 
over all r at ing equal t o t he nat ional 
aver age (C+).  PennsylvaniaÕs academic 

Pennsylvania has Below Avera ge Resource Equit y,  
Above Average Teachers        -  -  Educat ion Week 

PASA Tra inings Of f ere d  

 The PASA videoconf er ence 
is available on t he PAt t an 
websit e.  I t  is available t o 
wat ch f r om any comput er ; 
however , dial-up access may 
be slow. 
www.pat t an.k12.pa.us  
Locat e t he pr of essional 
development  but t on. Select  
st r eaming media and a list  
of  pr ogr ams will be accessed 
Ð choose PASA.  This 
videoconf er ence was f ir st  
pr esent ed on J anuar y 19t h 
but  can now be viewed at  
your  leisur e.  PSEA strongly 
advises any teacher 
administering the PASA to 
watch this training session.  

  

st andar ds wer e r at ed ver y highly, but  
t he st udy suggest ed t hat  t he st at e 
assessment  and school account abilit y 
indicat or s wer e not  of  t he same 
qualit y as t he act ual st andar ds.  
Pennsylvania also scor ed below t he 
nat ional aver age on measur es of  
school climat e and r esour ce equit y.  
The highest grade received by the 
state was in teacher quality.   

Education Week examined t eacher  
qualif icat ion r equir ement s,  t eacher  
assessment s,  pr of essional suppor t  
and t r aining,  and account abilit y f or  
t eacher  qualit y and concluded t hat  
Pennsylvania has an above aver age 
syst em t o ensur e t eacher  qualit y.     

  
Pr eviously, many t eacher s did not  
r eceive t he t r aining and, as a 
r esult , did not  r ealize t he 
f lexibili t y t hey had in 
administ er ing t he assessment   
----------------- ----------- ---- 
PASA t r aining also of f er ed by 
I U at  t wo locat ions-   

CCDC Ð Mar ch 2, 2006 Ð 4 t o 6 

ESC Ð Mar ch 6, 2006 Ð 4 t o 6 

Pr esent er s:  Ann Henr y 

                    J ackie Aur is 

Regist er  wit h  

www.mylear ningplan.com 

 

Ref r eshment s will be ser ved! 
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 Mar ch 2, NEAÕs Read Acr oss Amer ica Day, is only weeks away Ð 
t ime enough t o make t his year Õs celebr at ion t he biggest  and best  
ever !  Check out  t he online t ool ki t  at  www.nea.or g/ r eadacr oss.  
Her e you will f ind t he 2006 Resour ce Kit  which of f er s post er s, 
ideas, and r epr oducible cer t if icat es and bookmar ks.  The kit  can 
be or der ed f r om NEA or  t he cont ent s downloaded.  As you plan 
your  celebr at ion, consider  honor ing local aut hor s, host ing poet r y 
slams or  r eading par t ies f or  t eens, or  st ar t  a book dr ive t o help 
your  school libr ar y!!  Oh, t he places you can go!  

 

Read Across Americ a! 
 

PSEAÕs Ret ir ement  and Welf ar e Commit t ee and 
PSEA-Ret ir ed of f er  a ser ies of  wor kshops t o 
assist  member s in planning f or  t heir  post -
employment  days.  Member s who ar e wit hin 10 
year s of  r et ir ement  ar e st r ongly encour aged t o 
par t icipat e in t he sessions, which deal wit h 
f inancial planning, healt h and leisur e, est at e 
planning, social secur it y and r et ir ement  opt ions.  

Sessions f or  t he Sout heast er n Region will be 
held in mid Ð Mar ch at  t he f ollowing locat ions: 

Monday, Mar ch 20, 2006 at  Dr exelbr ook 
Count r y Club in Dr exel Hill  

 

 Tuesday, Mar ch 21, 2006 at  t he                             
I nn of  Chest er  Spr ings in Ex t on 

Look f or  mor e inf or mat ion in t he Mar ch 
newslet t er . 

Pre- re t ire ment  seminars  can help you plan 

 

  

  

  
I RS NOTI CE ON UNI ON DUES DEDUCTI ON 

The Revenue Reconciliat ion Act  of  1993 eliminat ed t he individual income t ax  deduct ion 
f or  lobbying expenses paid or  incur r ed as a par t  of  member ship dues on or  af t er  
December  31, 1993.  This change af f ect s only t hose member s who it emize deduct ions 
and meet  t he t wo per cent  r equir ement  f or  addit ional miscellaneous deduct ions.  Those 
member s will not  be able t o deduct , as union dues, t he 4.25% of  PSEAÕs 2004-2005 dues 
at t r ibut able t o lobbying.  This is a t ot al of  $ 15.98.  Please not e: t his change is ef f ect ive 
f or  t he 2005 income t ax year , i.e., your  t ax r et ur n due Apr il 2006 
- Pennsylvania St at e Educat ion Associat ion (PSEA) 

Pension Earn ings I ncrease 
PSERS r ecent ly announced some 
ver y good news!  I nvest ment  r et ur ns 
f or  t he 3rd  quar t er , t he one-year  
per iod and t he 3-year  per iod ending 
Sept ember  30 wer e ver y posit ive.  
The pension f und gener at ed a t ot al 
r et ur n of  5.02% f or  t he quar t er , 
17.54% f or  t he year  and 17.60% f or  
t he 3-year  per iod.                              
The r et ur ns placed PSERS in t he t op 
10% of  a public pension plan 
dat abase compiled by Wilshir e 
Associat es.    ÐPSEA 2/ 2006 
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MONDAY,  MARCH 6 Ð VI DEOCONFERENCE 

 High School Reform 

  Pr esent er  Ð Car la Claycomb 

Over  t he last  f ew year s, mor e t han a billion dollar s 

of  public and pr ivat e f unds have pour ed int o high 

school r ef or m ef f or t s acr oss t he count r y.  PDE is 

j oining t he cr owd wit h pilot  pr ogr ams acr oss t he 

st at e.  What  exact ly is t he high school r ef or m 

movement , and what  should we expect  in PA? Hear  

about  t he cr it ical element s of  t he movement  t o 

r est r uct ur e high schools and gain some valuable t ips 

about  how t o r espond when t his issue ar r ives at  your  

dist r ict  .           

6:00 Ð 7:30 PM at  SER OFFI CE   

      Regist r at ion Fee - $ 5.00 

Prof essional Development  Opport unit ies  

 

Febr uar y 5 Ð 11  SCHOOL COUNSELORS WEEK  

Febr uar y 13 Ð 19 CAREER & TECHNI CAL  

               EDUCATI ON WEEK 

Feb. 15 Ð CCI U Boar d of  Dir ect or s Meet ing  

             8:00 PM -Educat ional Ser vice Cent er  

                            455 Boot  Road  

                             Downingt own  

Febr uar y 20 Ð PRESI DENTÕS DAY OBSERVANCE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

February  Calendar of  Upcoming Event s 

 

ÒWhoever  t ouches t he lif e of  a child 

t ouches t he most  sensit ive point  of  a 

whole which has r oot s in t he most  dist ant  

past  and climbs t owards t he inf init e 

f ut ur e.Ó      --  Mar ia Mont essor i 

 

  
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 8 - WORKSHOP  

 Coping with Grief in Your Classroom: 
We Can Make a difference 

Pr esent er  Ð Myr a Reichar t  

This pr ogr am helps classr oom t eacher s and st af f  

under st and t he physical and emot ional ef f ect s of  

gr ief  on st udent s and school st af f .  I t  will help 

develop pr oact ive, posit ive r esponses and st r at egies 

f or  handling t hese sit uat ions, which will, in t ur n, lead 

t o healt hier  and mor e pr oduct ive school 

envir onment s.  Resour ces will be pr ovided. 

4:30 Ð 6:30 PM at  t he SER Of f ice 

Regist r at ion Fee -  $10.00 

          Sout heast er n Region Of f ice 

          1512 McDaniel Dr ive 

          West t own Business Cent er  

          West  Chest er , PA  

          800-255 -7732  

 

  
Black Hist or y Mont h 
 This mont h we honor  t he hist or y and 
achievement s of  Black Amer icans.  Begun in 
1926 t hr ough t he ef f or t s of  not ed Black 
scholar  and hist or ian, Car t er  G. Woodson, 
Black Hist or y Mont h was or iginally 
celebr at ed as a weeklong event .  I n 1976, t he 
obser vance expanded t o t he ent ir e mont h of  
Febr uary.  The NEA websit e cont ains many 
links which can help you plan your  classr oom 
obser vance of  Black Hist or y Mont h. 

 

Hear t  Healt hy Mont h 
 Febr uary is Hear t  Healt hy  
Mont h Ð a good t ime t o st ar t   

healt hy eat ing habit s and  

encour aging your  st udent s t o do t he same!   
VVVAAA LLLEEENNN TTT III NNN EEEÕÕÕSSS   DDDAAA YYY   III SSS   FFFEEEBBBRRRUUUAAA RRRYYY   111 444 TTT HHH !!!   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAXI S I  AND PRAXI S I I  PREP 

COURSES:   

PRAXI S I  EXAMI NATI ONS Ð This cour se is 
f or  t eacher s who want  t o r ef r esh t heir  
knowledge base in r eading, wr it ing and 
mat h bef or e t aking t he Pr ax is Test .   

This cour se will ear n 40 Act  48 Br idge 
Hour s in English-Reading-Language Ar t s 
and 20 Act  48 Br idge Hour s in 
Mat hemat ics.  I t  is an int egr at ed cour se.  
Par t icipant s must  t ake and successf ully 
complet e bot h t he English-Reading 
(wr it ing included) and t he Mat hemat ics 
sect ion in or der  t o ear n t he Act  48 
Br idge Hour s. 

Ther e is a $ 50.00 r egist r at ion f ee, which 
will be r ef unded upon successf ul 
complet ion of  t he cour se.  Regist r ant s 
have unt il J une 30, 2006 t o successf ully 
complet e t he cour se. 

PRAXI S I I  PREPARATI ON COURSES Ð 
PaTTAN has sever al pr epar at ion cour ses, 
which began J anuar y 1, 2006.  Teacher s 
can login t o t he cour se via t he web and 
r eview cour sewar e aligned t o specif ic 
PRAXI S I I  t est s.  The cour ses ar e 
designed t o allow t eacher s t o r eview 
subj ect  specif ic modules in a self -paced 
envir onment .  Each module cont ains a 
t ut or ial, pr act ice pr oblems, and a mast er y 
t est .   

Each cour se in t he Pr ax is I I  ser ies ear ns 
30 Act 48 Bridge Hours in the content 
area.  

PRAXI S COURSES t o ear n BRI DGE HOURS!  

 
 
 

Member ship Changes-  
it  is impor t ant  t o keep your  
member ship st at us cur r ent . 
Changes in st at us, addr ess, or  
dues payment  must  be made in 
wr it ing t o Phil Fuchs at  CAT 
Br andywine.  
 

 
 

You can submit  news f or  The 
Open Door  by t he end of  each 
mont h t o be published in t he 
next  issue. I nf or mat ion should 
be sent  t o Susan Hilseber g at  
CDC or  via email at  -
shilseber g@comcast . net .  
 

 
We’re on the Web! 

See us at : 

www.cciuea.or g 
The Open Door is  

now on t he websit e! 

Chest er  Count y 
I nt er mediat e 

Unit  Educat ion 
Associat ion 

  

Ther e is a $ 50.00 r egist r at ion f ee f or  each 
cour se; however , t he f ee will be r ef unded 
upon successf ul complet ion of  t he cour se.  
Regist r ant s have unt il J une 30, 20096 t o 
successf ully complet e t he cour se. 

The new Act  48 r equir ement  per iod has 
begun and t hese cour ses can easily int o 
your  schedule Ð you wor k at  your  own 
pace and on your  own schedule! 

 REMINDER of PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES! 
Thanks t o a par t ner ship bet ween t he 
Pennsylvania Depar t ment  of  Educat ion (PDE) 
and Lear ning Sciences I nt er nat ional, t he 
Online Pr of essional Educat ion Net wor k 
(OPEN) is pr oviding t he most  leading-edge 
online pr of essional educat ion pr ogr ams 
available t oday, at  NO CHARGE t o eligible 
Pennsylvania educat or s.  

All OPEN cour ses ar e available f or  
enr ollment  24 hour s a day, seven days a 
week.  You may begin at  any t ime and 
pr ogr ess at  your  own pace.  I nf or mat ion on 
how t o get  st ar t ed is available on t he PDE 
websit e on t he Act  48 page Ð 
www.pde.st at e.pa.us  

Eligibilit y f or  f r ee online cour ses includes  
PA individuals holding an act ive PA t eaching 
cer t if icat e and employed by public schools, 
non-public schools, and pr ivat e schools. 

All OPEN cour ses pr ovided under  t his 
par t ner ship count  as hour s ear ned t owar ds 
Pennsylvania Act  48 cer t if icat ion 
pr of essional development  r equir ement s.  

 

 

  

The CCI UEA Open Door is pr epar ed f or  t he exclusive use of  
CCI UEA/ PSEA/ NEA member s who have paid dues f or  t his ser vice.  
Any r epr oduct ion by any per son not  a member  of  CCI UEA/ PSEA or  

NEA, wit hout  wr it t en per mission, is st r ict ly pr ohibit ed. 
The Open Door 

Of f icial Publicat ion of  t he Chest er  Count y I nt er mediat e Unit  
Educat ion Associat ion 

Char les Robey, Pr esident  
J im Mur t ha, Vice Pr esident -at -Lar ge 

Car ol Lynch, Vice Pr esident - Vocat ional Educat ion 
Peggy LaRosa, Secr et ar y 

Mar y Clay, Tr easur er  
Phil Fuchs, Member ship 
Susan Hilseber g, Edit or  

 

 


